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A message from the General Secretary,

Bishop Malusi Mpumlwana

The year 2020, the COVID-19 year, will be

etched in the minds of all humanity the world

over! There’s a pre-COVID and post-COVID

definition of all our realities, including our

relationship with God. It’s been a year of much

pain and anxiety, with deaths of over 20,000

people. But it’s also been a year of much

resolve and sacrifice with health workers giving

their all to save lives. We saw the desperate

face of hunger, and the meaning of inequality.

In lockdown we learned to lean on each other

without meeting; to worship God together

without gathering. We must build on that faith

for a post-COVID society of mutual care and

economic inclusion. With that hope &

commitment, let us uphold the COVID

discipline this December, for the virus is

strongly still with us.  And with that, by God’s

grace, we shall prevail.

Give thanks to the LORD,

for he is good; his love

endures forever.

1 Chronicles



THE SACC IS AN
INSTRUMENT AND SERVANT

OF ITS MEMBERS.



The South African Council of Churches (SACC) in partnership with Heartlines, an SACC member,
launched a dedicated corona website,  www.churchinaction.org.za on 14 April 2020, in the early
period of the COVID pandemic in South Africa. Church In Action is the SACC Covid-19 Health
Response project, a mass communication project which is part of the SACC COVID Pastoral
Response Plan. It provides a range of useful multimedia content on the coronavirus pandemic in all
11 official languages, all of which can be downloaded and easily shared by church leaders and
community members.

In July 2020, the project received a six month grant from the Solidarity Fund. The aim of these
communication platforms, which have grown since inception, is to better equip church leaders to
support their congregations during the pandemic. 

Highlights include:
· Over the last 4 months our content has been accessed across all platforms a total of 1,630,517
times.
· The video ‘Ask Bishop Mpumlwana’: Dealing with death in a time of Covid-19, was watched, 1300
times
· Funeral guides have been downloaded 1297.
· A poster on ‘Dealing with difficult emotions’ had a post engagement on Facebook of 853.
· The content on Covid-19 prevention that has used story in the form of Animation has been very
successful in reaching a large audience and getting substantial engagement, for instance, “Meet
Sam”: The importance of physical distancing had 1,600 downloads.
· Increasing reach through radio and Television in November and December.  
Beyond the numbers, the constant and growing engagement by our audience has affirmed that the
content we have produced has been relevant, inspiring and accessible. 

C H U R C H  I N  A C T I O N
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E V E N T S

The South African Council of Churches
were shocked to learn of the final
declaration of the SANDF on the death
of Collins Khosa with absolving the
Defence Force members involved in
his death. “This is unreal!”, exclaimed
Bishop Malusi Mpumlwana, SACC
General Secretary, “It feels like we’ve
been here before, yes, in apartheid
days; or in George Floyd’s
Minneapolis! Faith leaders, alarmed by
these developments, were gripped in
lament and despair over the deaths of
innocent people at the hands of law
enforcement officers. 
 
On Sunday June 7, Religious leaders
staged silent prayers of protest at St
Albans Anglican Cathedral with SACC
General Secretary and other leaders.

Archbishop Thabo Makgoba with other
faith leaders also protested at the
Cape Town St George’s Anglican
Cathedral. 
 

A  S I L E N T  P R O T E S T

A G A I N S T  P O L I C E

B R U T A L I T Y

4



On the 7th of August 2020 six organisations issued a moral call against COVID-19 corruption.

These organisations, who call themselves the Moral Collective consist of The Ahmed Kathrada

Foundation, the Council for the Advancement of the South African Constitution, the Desmond

& Leah Tutu Legacy Foundation, the Foundation for Human Rights, the Nelson Mandela

Foundation, and the South African Council of Churches.

E V E N T S

# C O R R U P T I O N I S N O T M Y H E R I T A G E

A N  S A C C  A N T I - C O R R U P T I O N

C A M P A I G N

With the crippling effect of COVID-19 on South Africa’s social, economical and health care

systems, the government allocated a R500 billion relief package to combat this disaster.

Unsurprisingly, government officials have looted billions of these funds for personal gain. What

should have been a time of ubuntu became an opportunity of exploitation. Following the moral

call The SACC have taken action against COVID-19 corruption in a campaign that states

Corruption is Not Our Heritage.

On Sunday 30 August 2020 the SACC,

together with its member churches and

leaders, launched this campaign with a

service that lamented corruption in our

society. The campaign ran throughout the

month of September, also known as heritage

month, with the message "we refuse for

corruption to define who we are and our

heritage". The campaign included public

events services, webinars and grassroot

programs.

As the SACC we say Corruption Is Not Our

Heritage. Our heritage is the gospel values of

love, honesty, justice, and protecting the

weak.

5



On the 15th of September 2020 The South

African Council of Churches and its  National

Church Leaders, stood in silent prayer in all

nine provinces to declare that 'Corruption is

Not Our Heritage’. The National Church

Leaders took an hour in total standing

together in silence, praying and carrying anti-

corruption messages on placards, with the

hashtag #CorruptionIsNotMyHeritage. They

staged their silent prayer performance in front

of various key national and provincial

locations, including the Union Buildings where

the SACC General Secretary lead that

performance.

This silent prayer was part of the on-going

anti-corruption campaign that demanded

urgent change from the government. "This

campaign is a call for all levels of society to

stand together to fight against corruption and

let the corrupt know that the country will not

be theirs forever.” Rev Mzwandile Molo.   

A  S I L E N T

P E R F O R M A N C E

A G A I N S T  C O V I D -

1 9  C O R R U P T I O N

E V E N T S
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E V E N T S

The South African Council of Churches; The Muslim Judicial Council; The South African
Hindu Maha Sabha, The office of the Chief Rabbi of South Africa, and The Council of
Muslim Theologians [Jamiatul Ulama South Africa], gathered on Sunday September 27 for
a joint public act of worship; this in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic and the added
burden of COVID-19 corruption.  

The faith leaders condemned the callous theft of public money intended to save lives, by
those who scheme crooked contracts, inflate prices to snatch as much of the budget as
they can, and those who use their connections and their undue political influence to rob
and defraud the State. On the eve of South Africa’s Heritage Day, the leaders reiterated
the refrain that “Corruption is not our Heritage”. They expressed dismay that after so many
weeks of talking, not a single crooked COVID-preneur has seen the back door of a police
cell; nor had orange overalls cut for them. 

A statement by Chief Rabbi Warren Goldstein said: “Let’s come together in unity and love,
let’s harness the power of prayer and to give grateful thanks to and invoke the blessings of
our Creator to bring healing to our country and our world”.

S O U T H  A F R I C A N  I N T E R - F A I T H

P R A Y E R  S E R V I C E
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OUR SACC: VITAL
YESTERDAY, TODAY AND

TOMORROW.



Following the very public debate about the
annexation of parts of Palestinian Territories by
the State of Israel, and the public debates about
the biblical significance of the Land of Israel, the
SACC invited local Christians from the Holy
Land onto an informative webinar for "Listening
to fellow Christians in the Holy Land; and to
understand annexation from their point of view.”
This webinar was held on Thursday 2, July 2020
and is available on the SACC Facebook page.

Conversation on Annexation with

Christians in the Holy Land.

W E B I N A R S

Background information and in-depth analysis on
how to deal with corruption – this webinar
empowered attendees to understand how
corruption works in our country so as to identify
it, unmask what fuels it and find ways to use all 
 our existing instruments to fight and uproot it
because #CorruptionIsNotMyHeritage. This
webinar was held on Wednesday 09 September
2020, and moderated by Dr Sithembile Mbete
with panelists Mr. Thembekile Makwetu and
Professor William Gumede. 

SACC Webinar on Patterns &

Anatomy of the Corruption Virus

& How to Defeat it.
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W E B I N A R S

Engaging Society to fulfill the post-Apartheid
promise beyond COVID19 — this webinar revisited
the fruits of the significant work done by civil
society, social practitioners, academics, and the
churches over two years in the National Convention
of South Africa process, which resulted in the Civil
Society Manifesto. Informed by essential values
and principles, The Civil Society Manifesto focuses
on four ways to work towards the promise of post-
apartheid South Africa. Wishing to re-engage the
key value statements of the manifesto Anchoring
Democracy, Economic Transformation, 
Comprehensive Quality Education, and Healing and Reconciliation, and contextualised them under the
current Covid-19 context and beyond. This webinar was held on Wednesday 23 September 2020.

SACC Webinar on Revisiting the

Civil Society Manifesto

Joint Webinar on Electoral Reform

for Accountability, Transparency and

Good Governance

The SACC, The 70s Group, and CASAC stepped up
on a collaborative action of providing public
education and information related to the need to
change the country’s electoral system to be more
participatory and accountable to the people of SA.
Together they believe that the time has come for the
citizens to assert their right to hold those in public
office accountable through an enabling electoral
system.  Through an ongoing campaign these
organisations hosted two webinars in September
and November on Electoral Reform. On September

28, a keynote address was given by former President Kgalema Motlanthe who discussed his report of
the Motlanthe High-Level Panel on Key Legislation. On November 4th panelists included Dr
Sithembile Mbete, Prof Steven Friedman and Adv. Pansy Tlakula. Representatives of each
organisation included Bishop Malusi Mpumlwana (SACC), Prof Saths Cooper (The 70s Group) and Mr
Lawson Naidoo (CASAC).
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Three two-hourly webinars was held on 19 & 26
August and on 2 September 2020 as part of the
SACC Patriarchy & Society campaign.
Patriarchy and Society is a campaign and social
change education programme of the SACC in
the national effort to overcome the scourge of
Gender-Based Violence and patriarchy, which
we believe is a direct attack on the realisation of
the dignity and God-given potential of all. This
campaign seeks to address Patriarchy and
Gender-Based Violence and mainstream
appropriate and effective tools for the support of
vulnerable people. The webinars kicked off with
an address by Dr. Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka,                                                                                                     

Webinar on Patriarchy & Society

W E B I N A R S

A webinar in celebration of former SACC General
Secretary, Archbishop Emiritus Desmond Tutu's
birthday!

Through this webinar, the SACC initiated the
conversation in earnest, over what might be the
outlines of a meaningful inclusive growth that
effects the inclusion of the excluded majority,
which comprises women, young people, and
blacks in general, especially the so-called
Coloureds and Africans; and rural people,
especially in the historical Bantustans and small
dorpies of the hinterland with limited infrastructure, 

SACC Webinar on The Economic

Inclusion of The Excluded Majority. 

Executive Director of UN Women and included a series of Gender Workshops that equipped ordained
and lay leaders to address and pastorally respond and deal with the scourge of gender-based
violence and gender prejudices, in families and communities. 

scanty economic livelihoods, and poor social services. In an April 2020 memo to the Government, the
SACC said: “We need a post-COVID dispensation that says to them - you are excluded no more!
This webinar was held on Thursday 08 October 2020.
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PATRIARCHY IN SOUTH AFRICAN
SOCIETY IS A DIRECT HINDRANCE TO

THE REALISATION OF GOD GIVEN
HUMAN POTENTIAL.



S A L V A T I O N  A R M Y

In March 2020, The Salvation Army, was
approached by DSD to request help in providing
feeding to up to 900 homeless people that were
placed in various shelters in the Tshwane region. A
task team, was created to put together a proposal
for this programme. In total, 56 volunteers and 10
Officers have worked on this programme since
March. Not all volunteers worked for the whole
programme, as they would return to work or family
commitments as the lock-down was eased. The
volunteers were split into two teams who worked
four day shifts preparing and distributing food.
 Meals were initially provided to Marabastad,
Joubert Street & Princess Park. In May Jerusalem 

Street and Irene Station were added and in June Steve Biko and Elim were also added. The initial
period for the feeding was three months (April, May & June), however, DSD requested that this be
extended, and it was agreed that The Salvation Army would provide this service, on the initial SLA
funds, until the end of September 2020. This has been a long programme, but a very well run and
maintained programme. It has been a privilege to work on this programme, but we believe that this
is what The Salvation Army is here for –“With Heart to God and Hand to man” Let all praises be
directed to God Almighty.

The Salvation Army took to the street for a peaceful
to Vryhied police station to deliver a memorandum
on gender based violence [GBV]. Recognizing that
GBV seems to be entrenched in our society. The
Salvation Army Men’s Fellowship joined by fellow
religious members in AbaQulusini, social partners
as well as acting mayor of AbaQulusi Municipality
and his team demanded justice for the victims of
GBV and their families. In the memorandum, they
directed their demands to Minister of Police Bheki
Cele to ensure that police are gathering evidence in
a constitutional manner and are accountable in
accordance with the law. This was one of the action
on promoting awareness on GBV and
advocacy led by social justice department throughout the country. The work continues as this is
still a real challenge in our country.

Action Against GBV

COVID-19 Responses
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V O L K S K E R K  V A N  A F R I K A
M

E
M

B
E

R
 
C

H
U

R
C

H
 
H

I
G

H
L

I
G

H
T

S

The year 2020 has been a challenging year for the
Volkskerk van Afrika. In spite of the challenges, our church
used every opportunity to spread the Gospel. Our
ministers and church councils became innovative and used
social media such as Facebook, You-tube, Whatsapp etc.
for Sunday services and our Prayer meetings. 

Every effort was made to ensure that congregants
received and be encouraged by the Word. New social
groups were started to assist in ensuring that we could
keep the lines of communication open. Our youth groups
used social media to have interactive programmes to 

ensure that the youth remained in touch. Youth were encouraged to assist in caring for children and
the elderly whilst schools were closed. 

Congregations supported their local soup kitchens, NGO’s, support groups, counselling
centres/sessions by assisting financially and also by lending a helping hand. Individual families in our
congregations were also assisted financially and with food parcels. Many families were infected and
affected by the virus. Some of our families suffered the loss of their loved ones and support and
counselling was given to these families. We are grateful for those who were affected and recovered
from the virus.

Our communities were affected gravely by unemployment, joblessness, reduced or no income,
crime, women and child abuse. Here too we as church were called upon to assist in bringing much
needed relieve to such families.  

Congregations were constantly encouraged to
adhere to all Covid-19 protocols to prevent the
spread of the virus.

Amidst the challenges, we are grateful to remain
faithful to the call of the Church and to bring
hope in these times of hopelessness.
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G R A C E  B I B L E  C H U R C H
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Distributed food parcels and cash vouchers. 

The handover session of the PPEs to acting
MEC for Social Development Panyaza Lesufi
was on Friday 15 May 2020 was attended by a
delegation led by Bishop Sono.

The handover of the PPEs in the Western Cape
took place at Khayelitsha Hospital. It was led by a
delegation of the Cape Town branch which
included Overseer Sam Masigo and Pastor Lesego
Shogoe. The hospital representatives who were
part of the brief handover ceremony were Dr Kitesh
Moodley (clinical manager) and Mr Donovan
Hopkins (pharmacy manager). Also in attendance
were Mr Mzanywana Ndibongo (deputy
chairperson of the Hospital Board and the
chairperson of the Khayelitsha Health Forum), Mr
Cameron Dugmore (Leader of the Opposition,
Western Cape Legislature) and Councillor Bongile
Ngcani (Khayelitsha Ward 99 Councillor). 
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U N I T I N G  P R E S B Y T E R I A N

C H U R C H  I N  S O U T H E R N  A F R I C A
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The Rev Caroline Hlathi led her congregations in a
healing service, which took place in the early day
after the church opened for public worship. The Rev
Hlathi has been active in establishing LEAN strcture
in that area. She has been elected the Chair of her
region.

Khayelihle - Umlazi - Durban, Tiyo Soga House -
UPCSA Central Office Kempton Park, and Paballong
- Matatiele.

The members of Khayelihle Congregation of the
UPCSA worked with members from the other
churches to show deep appreciation and support to
the front line workers at Prince Mshiyeni Hospital
and at the Umlazi Police Station. The event was
well attended. 

16



T H E  A P O S T O L I C  F A I T H  M I S S I O N

O F  S O U T H  A F R I C A
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During the COVID-19 crisis, the AFM viewed social
media as an opportunity to serve and stay connected
with the church – especially in a time where personal
contact was not allowed. Together with the National
Office Bearers of the church, two themes or key
messages were identified for the duration of the
Coronavirus pandemic: “We are a people of FAITH”
and “Let us remain channels of HOPE”. These key
messages were packaged in various types of social
media content, including: Video devotions AFM 

In 2013 the AFM of S.A. Church accepted a national
missional strategy called the One AFM Game Plan. The
main goal of this national strategy is to see the church
becoming a missional movement - a church where the
members themselves are active soul winners and Kingdom
Workers. The Covid-19 pandemic presented every AFM
Assembly with the opportunity to reach out and make a
difference. Many of our Assemblies assisted their local
communities with much needed food parcels.

Keeping our Pastors informed and encouraged are the
main purposes of the AFM’s internal Pastoral
Communication system. A recent survey conducted
among Pastors captured important feedback about the
value and impact of the AFM’s Pastoral
Communication during the Covid-19 pandemic. A total
of 89% of Pastors indicated that they were well
informed and up to date with the latest COVID-19
information. This image shows how AFM Pastors rated
and valued the communication they received during
the COVID-19 pandemic.  

Statements & Infographics, worship videos and community involvement activities.

Ministering to AFM Members in a time of crisis – 

Social Media in the time of Corona.

AFM Pastoral Communication in the time of

Corona. 

AFM Pastoral Communication in the time of

Corona. 
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"During a convocation the pastors debated the
topics around GBV and Racism as these are so
prevalent in society. A YouTube video was
produced and shared widely. 

The congregations were encouraged to ring the
church bells at noon every Wednesday for 6
weeks. 

"After vigorous debate and consultation with
ecumenical forums like the SACC and Western Cape
Ecumenical Network, the decision was taken to
support a Food Voucher Initiative. We regard this as
the most dignifying way to help those in need. They
can buy what they needed most. In close co-operation
with the Circuits and dean’s from ELCSA-COD lists of
recipients were gathered. The onus was with dean’s
and pastor’s to verify eligibility. Weekly up to 50
people received a voucher of R 400,00 via SMS.The
NGO of the Anglican Church called The Warehouse
does the admin and distribution of the Vouchers.

 

A consequence of the Lockdown during the Covid-19 pandemic was the escalating poverty and
job losses. The Cape Church responded to this crisis in different ways and through different
projects as part of its diaconic ministry.

At the height of the pandemic the Cape Church also gave money from this fund to the ELCSA-
COD deans or parish pastors to purchase food in bulk and hand out food parcels to families
who had to stay in isolation due to the Corona-19 virus. Unfortunately the pandemic has
worsened the situation and poverty has increased. Although some people have gone back to
work, others have lost employment and do not qualify for social grants. The lines at soup
kitchens get longer and longer.
We are forced to reduce the number of vouchers per week due to availability of funds, and
soon will only be able to grant vouchers to a few every second week. Cape Church employees
have given a percentage of their salaries as a monthly donation.
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The Fourth Industrial Revolution is upon us and has
quickly influenced the day to day experiences of people
especially around communication. With the aim of
remaining relevant the SACC is working on an
application to enhance communication between the
SACC, its member churches and congregants. This
project is particularly exciting as it is a digital platform
owned by the SACC in partnership with MegaTech AI
(app developer), that will create a large digital community
of Christian churches breaking communication barriers
across denominations, location and social groups. A first
for the Council, this app will be the go-to platform for the
Christian community to engage with each other, connect
with ministers and view the work of the church
nationwide. 

As part of the Church In Action funding from the
Solidarity Fund, the SACC website is undergoing
a revamp, with a new aesthetic, updated content
and a more engaging user experience. The key
focus of the revamp is to clearly communicate
who the SACC is, what we do and detail our
activities and initiatives. The website will be a
public platform to access information about the
SACC and keep up with the SACC calendar. 

C O M I N G  U P  I N  T H E  N E W  Y E A R

Website Revamp – www.sacc.org.za 

SACC Mobile Application
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T H A N K  Y O U

The SACC would like to thank you for your dedication
to this fellowship of Christians who are committed to

being the moral compass of our beloved country. 

Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the LORD, knowing that in the LORD your
labor is not in vain. - 1 Corinthians 15:58.


